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English crews and were forbidden to go ashore. There
was little opportunity for intercourse with the English:
the English dispatch boats bringing the mails did not
come alongside, they used to come just close enough not
to drop the bags into the water, and throw them on board
as they sheered past; the English dispatch boats only lay
alongside the Flagship during the forenoons. Here soon,
by reason of a luxuriantly up-springing trade in barter, a
way was broken for a real intercourse between the two
enemy countries, and, as in the later course of the intern-
ment the strict orders of the English were somewhat
relaxed, it came occasionally to pass, that individual
guard-boats went alongside German ships at night and
carried on a trade with the crews.1
Whether this barter by night, which seemed somewhat
questionable, was not somehow organized by the English
Admiral himself, to get an idea of our nightly activities
and to win over our crews by spirituous intercourse, I am
not certain ; it would not be impossible. There was no
reason to oppose this trade in barter, as it was only to be
wished for that the enormous quantity of brandy should
be reduced and thereby increase in value.
The efforts of the English to prevent any intercourse
between our crews and theirs as much as possible showed
that they themselves were none too sure of the loyalty of
their own ships' companies. We learned through the
English Press and from the stories of the drifters' crews
that waves of unrest to the prejudice of discipline were
passing through their Fleet and that only by timely and
1 They exchanged what they possessed for that which they thought
most necessary for the heightening of their joy in life. The article most
in demand everywhere was brandy, which in spite of all orders to the
contrary we had on board regrettably in excessive quantity due to the
administration of the Soldiers' Councils, whilst we lacked soap and
tobacco almost completely.